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Certificate Course in Pali Language 

 

1. PREAMBLE  

 In recognition of the growing interest in ancient languages and their 

profound impact on historical, cultural, and religious studies, we are pleased 

to introduce the Certificate Courses in Pali Language. Pali, the liturgical 

language of Theravada Buddhism, holds immense significance as it 

preserves some of the earliest Buddhist scriptures and teachings. This 

program is designed to provide students with a comprehensive 

understanding of Pali, fostering an appreciation for its linguistic, cultural, 

and philosophical heritage. 

 Our Certificate Courses aim to equip students with the skills necessary 

to read, comprehend, and interpret Pali texts. By delving into the rich literary 

and philosophical traditions embedded in Pali literature, students will gain 

insights into the historical context and teachings of early Buddhism. This 

program caters to scholars, researchers, and enthusiasts who seek to deepen 

their knowledge of Buddhism and its foundational texts. 

 

`Objectives of the course  

1. Develop a solid foundation in Pali grammar, syntax, and vocabulary. 

2. Introduce students to significant Pali canonical and non-canonical texts. 

3. Provide an understanding of the historical development of the Pali 

language. 

4. Encourage independent research and scholarly inquiry into Pali texts and 

their interpretations. 

5. Highlight the interdisciplinary nature of Pali studies, connecting 

linguistic, literary, historical, and philosophical perspectives. 

 

2. PROGRAMME OUTCOMES (POS)  

Upon successful completion of the Certificate Course in Pali Language, 

participants will be able to: 

1. Understanding of Pali Grammar and Syntax: Ability to recognize and 

apply fundamental grammatical concepts in Pali. 

2. Ability to read and comprehend basic Pali passages and texts. 

3. Understanding of Pali phonetic system and pronunciation rules. 

4. Awareness of the historical and cultural contexts in which Pali texts were 

composed and transmitted. 
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5. Ability to discuss and interpret key concepts and teachings found within 

Pali literature. 

 

3. DURATION: Certificate Course in Pali Language shall be A full-time 

course for 6 months (Total Credits = 4) 

 

4. ELIGIBILITY FOR ADMISSION: 10th pass or equivalent.  

 

5. MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION:  The medium of instruction shall be 

Marathi.  

 

6. EXAM PATTERN : 

 

The pattern of examination will be academic year-end or annual examination 

with internal assessment and evaluation. 
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8. NATURE OF QUESTION PAPER AND SCHEME OF MARKING  

 

I. FOR FOUR CREDITS: Total Marks: 80 

PART: A (40 Marks)  

Section A: Translation (marks 06)  

Q. 1: Translate any two of the following into English or Marathi. 

Section B: Reference to Context (marks 08) 

Q. 2 Explain with reference to context, including following points: exact location of the 

sentence in the text, the context in which the sentence occurs, translation and 

explanation of the sentence, its linguistic and philosophical peculiarities and 

significance in the text. (Any two)      

Section C: Short note (marks 6) 

Q. 3 Write short notes on any two of the following:.   

Section D: Short answer (marks 10) 

Q.4: Answer, in short, any two of the following:.  

Section E: Long answer (marks 10)  

Q. Write a critical essay on -------- or ----------- covering relevant points out of the 

following: subject matter, analysis of the content, literary appreciation, philosophical 

significance, and textual significance.  

PART: B (40 Marks)  

Section A: Translation (marks 06) 

Q. 1: Translate any one of the following into English or Marathi. 

     

Section B: Translation (marks 06) 

Q.2: Translate into Pali. (Any Six)                      

  

Section C: Forms (marks 04) 

Q.3: Recognize the forms. (Any Four)                       

 

 Section D: Forms (marks 04) 
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Q.4: Give Forms. (Any four)                  

 

Section D: Long Question (marks 20) 

Q. 5: Answer in detail any two of the following:.   

  

9. CONVERSION TABLE: SGPA & CGPA  

Shivaji University has adopted 10-point Grading System as follows: 

● In each annul exam, marks obtained in each course (paper) are 

converted to grade points. 

o If the total marks, of course, are 100 and passing criteria are 

40%, then use the following Table 1 for the conversion. 

o If total marks of any of the courses are different than 100 (e.g., 

50) and passing criterion is 40%, then marks obtained are 

converted to marks out of 100 as below, and then grade points 

are computed using marks out of 100 as per Table 1. 

Table 1: Conversion of Marks out of 100 to grade point 

Sr.No Marks Range out of 100 Grade point Letter grade 

1 80-100 10 O: Outstanding 

2 70-79 9 A+: Excellent 

3 60-69 8 A: Very Good 

4 55-59 7 B+: Good 

5 50-54 6 B: Above Average 

6 45-49 5 C: Average 

7 40-44 4 P: Pass 

8 0-39 0 F: Fail 

9 Absent 0 Ab: Absent 
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10. SYLLABUS  

 

Certificate Course in Pali Language  

Course Code: CC-1  

Paper-I:    Introduction to Pali Language Course Credits: 4  

Marks: (For 4 Credits: Examination: 80 Internal Assessment: 20 Total 

Marks: 100)  

 

Course Outcome: After completing this course, students shall be able: 

1. Understanding of Pali Grammar and Syntax: Ability to recognize and 

apply fundamental grammatical concepts in Pali. 

2. Ability to read and comprehend basic Pali passages and texts. 

3. Understanding the Pali phonetic system and pronunciation rules. 

 

Unit-1 Grammar of Pali Language: (Hours: 15, Credit: 1)   

a) Alphabet, vowels, and consonants 

b) Conjugation, chance, and margin 

c) Nouns, Pronouns, Verbs, and Metals 

d) separation, number 

 

Unit-2 Pali language form and history: (Hours: 15, Credit: 1)   

a) Pali Language History, Form, and Significance 

b) Tripitaka Introduction 

c) Pali-language conversation 

 

Unit-3 Prose: (Hours: 15, Credit: 1)   

a) Nekkhat Jataka 

b) Kutwanis Jataka 

 

Unit-4 Verse: (Hours: 15, Credit: 1)   

a) Trisaran, Dasheel 

b) Mahamangal Sutta 

c) Dhammapalana Gatha 

d) Index of Bibliography 

 

 

References books  

1) Bhikkhu Dharmarakshit, Pali Grammar 

2) Lily Day: Pali Primer 
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3) Lily Day: Pali Amal 

4) Bhikkhu Jagdish Kasyapa, Pali Grammar 

5) Pali Books for Classes 8th and 10th 

6) Bhikkhu Dharmarakshit: History of Pali Literature 

7) Bharat Singh Upadhyay: History of Pali Literature 

8) Rahul Sankrityayan: Introduction to Tripitaka 

9) Baba Bharti, Pali Dictionary 

10) Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar, Pali Dictionary 

11) T. Whis Davids, Pali Dictionary English 

12) Bhadanta Anand Kausalyan, Pali Dictionary Hindi 

13) Bhadanta Anand Kausalyan: Essential Pali in 31 Days 
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